Wild Ennerdale Stewardship Plan 2018 - Appendix 4
Sustainable Land Management Plan Ambition
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Ennerdale is a valley driven by natural processes. It offers a demonstration of
how a partnership can successfully deliver benefits for people and nature at a
landscape scale. Human intervention has decreased over time and offers a ‘lighter
touch’, enabling the valley to become wilder. We may still intervene if natural
processes are deemed at risk or where opportunities exits to further release
ecological potential, but this is done in ways which support the vision and
compliment the distinctive character of the valley. Where possible we extend our
approach to looking after other areas of land within the Lakes by working with
partners to apply the natural process led ethos.

Central & Northem Lakeshore - A mosaic of woodland, wetland and lakeshore habitats make up this
area. To the east of the zone the habitats have more structure, with natural processes increasing the
amount of wet grasslands, scrub and mire in the valley bottom fields. A more integrated landscape with
fewer boundaries offers visitors stunning views of the lake and beyond, as the valley namows eastwards
and the high fells dominate. The evidence of a lake once serving as a reservoir has long since become
absorbed by nature. It has excellent water quality and is an outstanding example of a nutrient poor lake,
with a healthy population of Artic Charr. The River Liza has a renaturalised delta to the lake and offers a
thriving spawning ground for the Arctic Char and Salmon. Freshwater Mussels are thriving, healthy and
breeding in the River Ehen. Monitoring of water quality is nommal throughout the valley and we understand
fully the nature of water pathways into the lake.
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Central Valley - Extensive grazing by cattle has significantly improved the resilience of the land in this zone over the
decades. The increased structure and diversity of the ground flora and fauna is evident and the health of the scil more
robust to erosion. We aren't prescriptive over this process, and vegetation is guided by the underlying topography,
allowing habitats to find their own way.

Native tree species comprise a greater part of the woodland than ever before and natural regeneration that colonised
areas once dominated by conifer is maturing and supporting diverse, healthy wildlife. The forest structure is diverse with
gaps. glades, dense areas, regeneration, mature trees and deadwood. At higher altitudinal ranges early seed tree
plantings are initiating their first phases of regeneration leading to more diverse and extending forest edges. Existing
ancient oak woodlands on The Side are healthy and support a thriving deadwood, bryophyte and wildlife habitat.

The River Liza continues as a dynamic and natural watercourse; it is free from constraint and shifts across the
landscape, sometimes in dramatic ways. We have further developed and shared our knowledge of the Liza and this has
seen other Lakeland valleys focussed on developing more natural river systems. It is surrounded by alluvial woodlands,
which help to slow its fiow and reduce erosion into the watercourse. Areas of blanket bog on the fells are in excellent
condition and are covered by a rich shrub and sphagnum sward. They provide habitat for a range of species, alongside
their important role as carbon stores.
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Eastern Valley & High Mountains - Visitors to this area feel a real sense of wildemess and tranquillity.
Accommodation providers in the valley offer unique opportunities to stay right in the heart of the valley and get
close to nature. The imposing character of the high fells adds drama to the landscape and the horseshoe
peaks are popular with walkers and climbers. The once stark boundaries between forest and open fell have
softened significantly in the valley bottom as grazing cattie continue to be free to roam and graze. The
broadleaf woodland in this most easterly zone is expanding and feathering up slope, offering wildlife corridors
and connected habitats into neighbouring valleys. It offers an inspiring landscape to enjoy.
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Western valley — A graded wetland habitat is well established, moving from
marginal vegetation to willow scrub and wet grassland. This compliments the
scattered areas of wetland around the lake. The farmland maintains its distinctive
presence and the land is managed sensitively to support a range of productive
functions for wildlife, water and people. Native breeds are the norm and stocking
levels are appropriate to the carmying capacity of the land. A diverse structure,
biology and chemical composition of soils are supported. The River Ehen is in
healthy condition to support the internationally important Freshwater Mussels,
Atlantic Salmon and other wildlife which are all healthy and thriving. The land
adjacent to the upper Ehen serves to support the healthy river and water flows
are filtered by the diverse vegetation and scrubby structure of species. People
enjoy a network of paths and visitor infrastructure linking the local village
amenities with this zone and then leading on into the wider valley.
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The upland habitats of Ennerdale are
exemplars of altitudinal succession.
They subtly change from woodland to
heathland to montane habitat types, with
herb rich upland ledge communities
including shrubby cinquefoil and arctic-
alpines. Upland cak woodland is thriving
and expanding. Combined, these
habitats help support a significant
upland bird community and a range of
other wildlife benefits.
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Visitors — Those who come to Ennerdale enjoy the unique offer of tranquillity and sense of wildness in
abundance. Signs of human influence are less intrusive; at the sastemn end of the valley the once
industrial forest tracks tumed into paths, across the valley the impact of vehicles is minimal, signs and
furniture located sensitively and more people visiting on foot, bicycle or horseback. We tell the tales of
the landscape through the Wild Ennerdale website and carefully placed interpretation. This includes
the historic features and monuments of Ennerdale, and the story of the areas cycles of inhabitation
and abandonment through time. Connectivity between the local village, visitor centre and the valley |.
offers a fantastic facility for people. The importance of the benefits of Ennerdale in terms of
engagement, well-being, exercise, connection with nature, sense of place and adventure are well
documented and valued.
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